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Nationwide Exercise for Identification and Mapping of Persons with Disabilities
(PWDs) on the National Voters Register (NVR), 4th - 13th November 2024

A. Introduction

The Electoral Commission is mandated under the Constitution of the Republic of Uganda, 1995 (as amended)
and the Electoral Commission Act, to take measures to ensure that the entire electoral process is as inclusive
as possible, and conducted under conditions of freedom and fairness to, among others, enable Persons with
Disabilities (PWDs) to vote without any hindrance.

However, the Commission has been facing challenges in ensuring their inclusive participation in elections due
to the lack of adequate information on the number of PWDs; their locations; the types of disabilities; the literacy
levels, and the types of sign languages in use, among others.

Accordingly, in preparation for the 2025/2026 General Elections, the Electoral Commission has appointed
Monday 4th November 2024 until Wednesday 13th November 2024 as the period for conducting the
nationwide identification and mapping of Persons with Disabilities (PWDs) on the National Voters Register
(NVR).

B. Categories of PWDs

During the exercise, the Commission will compile the lists of PWDs identified by the Village Local Councils (LC1)
under the disability categories below:

a) Physical disability caused by cerebral palsy, amputation of a limb, paralysis or deformity;
b) Hearing disability including deafness and hard of hearing disability;

©) Visual disability including blindness and low vision disability;

d) Deaf and blind disability;

e) Mental disability, including psychiatric disability;

f) Little people;

g) Albinism; and,

h) Multiple disability

C. Purpose of conducting the identification and mapping exercise

The purpose of the mapping and verification exercise, therefore, will be to:

(@) Identify PWDs, nature of disability, literacy level, and whether they are registered voters;

(b) Allow Persons with Disabilities (PWDs) who may have applied for registration with the National
Identification and Registration Authority (NIRA) and desire to vote, to ascertain whether their names
have been included in the National Voters Register;

() Provide an opportunity for scrutiny of the PWD Voters roll in each village/cell to identify particulars of
persons who may be ineligible (with no recognized form of disability) from appearing on the
Register, the dead, and those persons who might have left the area, among other reasons;

(d) Raise awareness and encourage participation of PWDs in cleaning of the PWD voters Register at village
level in preparation for the General Update of the National Voters Register;

(e) Identify all PWDs in their respective villages for purposes of compiling the PWDs’ Registers in
preparation for the General Update of the National Voters Register; and,

(f) Identify peculiar issues that hinder the full participation of PWDs in electoral activities.

fINDEPENDENT Oct. 25 - 31, 2024



D. The procedure for identification, verification, and mapping exercise

The village-level identification of PWDs exercise shall be carried out by the Electoral Commission (EC)
Parish Supervisor (Verification Officer), who shall work with the respective Local Council 1 (LC 1)
Chairperson to convene meetings at village level within the Parish/Ward.

The EC Parish/Ward Supervisor shall guide the identification and verification of PWDs on the Voters Register
during the Village Council meeting, which shall be chaired by the respective Local Council | (LCI) Chairperson.

The Parish/Ward Supervisor will conduct a roll-call of the members on the PWDs Village Voters Register provided
by the Commission, before all present, for identification, verification, and confirmation.

The Supervisor will further identify and capture particulars of PWD voters missing on the Register and note for
deletion all ineligible voters on the PWD Register.

During the meeting, any complaints arising from the inclusion of particulars on the PWD Voters Register shall be
received and documented for action by the Commission.

Important: Where a person is identified as a PWD but is not registered on the National Voters
Register, he/she shall be guided to first register as a citizen of Uganda during the ongoing
registration by NIRA, so as to qualify for registration as a voter.

E. Outputs of the identification, verification, and mapping exercise
The above exercise is expected to result in the following:

a) ldentification and verification of PWD voters in every village/cell across the country;

b) Avail the Commission with a credible PWD Register thus facilitating the participation of PWDs in the
elections as required by the law;

¢) Enable the Commission to possess disaggregated data on disability per category per village/parish
which is essential in planning for electoral activities;

d) Enable the Commission to develop inclusive voter education materials in a more accessible format for
different categories of disability; and,

e) Enable the Commission to ensure that polling stations are located at convenient sites for persons
with a physical disability.

F. Conclusion

Identifying PWDs right from the village level is important for compiling registers needed for elections involving
members of the Special Interest Groups (SIGs).

The Commission, therefore, urges all stakeholders to take note of the period for the exercise and to participate in
the identification, verification, and mapping of Persons with Disabilities (PWDs) to polling stations following the
guidelines issued for the exercise.

Justice Byabakama Mugenyi Simon
Chairperson, Electoral Commission

For media and public inquiries, please contact the Public Relations Department, Electoral
Commission at +256 414 337500/577/583; and e-mail: info@ec.or.ug.
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